
Rescheduled and Mostly Virtual NEA Big Read of ‘Citizen’ Kicks Off Sept. 24 

MINERAL POINT, Wis.—Together with the Mineral Point Public Library and Mineral Point School District 
libraries, Shake Rag Alley Center for the Arts invites the public to come together during the rescheduled NEA 
Big Read of “Citizen: An American Lyric” beginning Sept. 24 and running through November.

Originally scheduled for April, a month of activities had been planned around Claudia Rankine’s award-winning 
innovative work of poetry, prose, and art that addresses the individual and collective effects of racism. But when 
the COVID-19 pandemic prompted the statewide shutdown this spring, the NEA Big Read was put on hold and a 
program of free and largely virtual events is being developed for this fall.

An initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest, the NEA Big Read 
broadens our understanding of our world, our communities, and ourselves through the joy of sharing a good 
book. Shake Rag Alley was one of 78 nonprofit organizations nationwide to receive an NEA Big Read grant to 
host a community reading program in 2019-20.

The NEA Big Read showcases a diverse range of titles that reflect many different voices and perspectives, 
aiming to inspire conversation and discovery during dynamic community reading programs designed around a 
single selection.

“When our NEA Big Read Committee chose ‘Citizen’ from among more than 30 books for its use of poetry and 
art to explore the impact words have on concepts of identity and inclusion, we could not have anticipated the 
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